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Dear Families First in Education — Wales,

Thank you for your letter of 30 November regarding the use of the UNCRC by the Children’s
Commissioner for Wales.

Children's rights in Wales sets out how the Welsh Government promotes children’s rights
and how the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) are used in policy development. However, it should be noted that the intended
statutory guidance on elective home education (EHE) will be issued under section 436A of
the Education Act 1996.

In the Welsh Government’s response in March 2021 to the Commissioner’s review, we
acknowledged that there was a need for reform in the policy and legislative framework for
EHE. We also stated, at that time, that whilst we were unable to make a commitment for
the future government, it was our intention to implement the reforms that we set out for
delivery before the onset of the pandemic. This remains the case.

Work in this area was paused in 2020, solely due to the impact of Covid-19. In September, |
agreed to progress the current arrangements in principle, as a proportionate measure, in
line with the commitment of the previous government. This is subject to a final
consideration of the responses to the consultations held in 2019 and 2020.

The current proposals on EHE have an educational focus and are linked directly to ensuring
that the educational needs of learners are met. The government’s intention is to use
secondary legislation to implement these reforms.

| continue to believe that these proposals will provide the most proportionate and
appropriate way forward, to ensure that home educated children and young people receive
a suitable education.

There will be a wider package of support for EHE children and young people to enhance
their learning experience and development opportunities, and to complement this, a new
home educator’s handbook that will contain detailed advice and information to support
home educators should they require it.
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In the current year, we are supporting both the administration costs of local authorities in
relation to home education and funding education resources and activity for home educated
learners with £1.7m of funding available. Wales is the only country in the UK that has a fund
of this nature.

As you will appreciate, given the wide range of education matters within my portfolio, |
receive many calls for meetings and to attend events. My diary therefore fills up many
months in advance. | am therefore afraid that my existing diary commitments mean that |
will be unable to meet with you to discuss these issues in the foreseeable future. However,
as this important work moves forward, we wish to continue to engage with our stakeholders.
My previous offer for representatives from your organisation to meet with the appropriate
officials to discuss EHE, remains open should you wish to do so.

If you would like to contact my office at the email address on the page above, a meeting can
be arranged at a mutually convenient date and time.

Yours sincerely,

-
Jeremy Miles AS/IMS
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Minister for Education and Welsh Language



